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ALMA Portal 
http://www.almascience.org 

The ALMA Portal for Europe is at almascience.eso.org.  From this page, it 
is possible to access the following information: 

– News 

– Call for proposals  

– Documentation 

– Web-based tools 

– CASA home page 

– Data archive 

– Helpdesk 

People need to register with the portal to do the following: 

– Submit proposals (or be a Co-I on proposals 

– Submit Helpdesk tickets 

– Download proprietary data 

 







Proposal Documentation 
http://almascience.eso.org/call-for-proposals 

The call for proposals includes links to three documents that 
describe very useful information on the performance of 
ALMA.  These documents include: 

• Early Science Primer 

• ALMA Cycle 0 Proposer’s Guide 

• ALMA Cycle 0 Technical Handbook 



Early Science Primer 

This is a broad introduction to ALMA 
that is meant for novice ALMA users.  
This includes: 

• General background information 
on ALMA and radio astronomy 

• Technical details on ALMA 
performance 

• Organisational information 

• Examples of ALMA Early Science 
Proposals (probably no longer as 
important as real-life proposals) 

• Overview of observations and data 
reduction 



Cycle 0 Proposer’s Guide 

This is a general introduction to ALMA 
for people writing proposals.  It 
includes: 

• Outline of the ALMA organisation 
structure 

• Recursive list of the available 
documentation and tools 

• Guidelines on proposal 
preparation 

• Description of the time allocation 
process, observation preparation, 
and data delivery 

• Summary of telescope capabilities 



ALMA Cycle 0 Technical 
Handbook 

This is technical information that is 
really of importance to expert users.  It 
includes: 

• Technical information on receivers, 
correlators 

• Information on setups for 
telescope 

• Description of scheduling blocks 
(SB) 

• Details on calibration strategies 

 



CASA Information 
http://casa.nrao.edu 

CASA is the software that is 
used to process ALMA data.  
The CASA website has the 
following: 

• CASA software releases 

• Tutorials with ALMA data 
(select “CASAGuides Wiki 
under “Using CASA”) 

• User reference manuals 



ALMA Helpdesk 
https://help.almascience.org 

The ALMA Helpdesk can be used to either search for user 
questions or ask questions. 

 

General queries will be answered by one of the ESO ARC 
staff.  Simple or common questions will probably be 
answered rapidly by ESO.  Queries about visiting or 
interacting with the UK ARC node will be answered by us. 

 

Responses to helpdesk tickets should be received within 2 
working days. 







ALMA OT 
http://almascience.eso.org/call-for-

proposals/observing-tool 

The ALMA OT is used primarily for proposal preparation.  It 
also includes a few useful  tools, including: 

• Field setup tools 

• Spectral setup tools (including spectral line library) 

• Sensitivity calculator (also available online at 
http://almascience.eso.org/call-for-proposals/sensitivity-
calculator) 











Time Allocation Results 

Basic information on the time allocation (including the list of 
people performing the proposal review) can be found at 
http://almascience.eso.org/news/outcome-of-the-proposal-
review-process 

 

The full list of people who were awarded observing time is at 
http://www.eso.org/public/news/eso1137 (see the link to 
the PDF file at the bottom of the page) 


